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My Lok PD, 


T is not from any ſuppoſed Merit in this 
Diſcourſe that I.preſume to offer it to 
your LoxD$SHIP, but only from 

your LokpsniP's known Regard for 
the Intereſt of Chriſtianity, which will na- 
turally incline You to look with a favour- 
able Eye upon every Endeavour of this 
kind; For in Support of the ſame Cauſe 
we have juſt Ground to believe it was, that 
your LokDsalyP hath upon all Occaſi- 
ons appeared, with ſuch an Eminent and 
ae Zeal, for the Service and 
Sec 
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The DEDICATION 
IM of the Eſtabliſhed Church and 
our Univerſities. 


Tur you may long continue to avid 
the World, what All Parties allow and even 
admire in your LoRD$SH1P, the moſt 
perfect Pattern of Undeviating Virtue and 


2" ang of Character, is s the lincereſt 
\ With of 


hh Lo R Dy 

ow Lordebiy's s moſt ob 1. 
mot obedient, 
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JOHN CRADOCK. 


x Gor. I. 23, 3 


We preach Chrift crucifyd, unto the eus a Stum- 
bling-block, and unto the Greeks Foolifhneſs : But unto 
them that are called, both Jeus and Greeks, Chriſt 
the Power of God, and the Wi ſdom of God. 


/ 


E LL did Eſaias propheſie of the * iſh Naga: 
The Wiſdom of their wiſe Men ſhall periſh, and the Ig. 29. 14. 
Underſtanding of their prudent Men ſhall be hid: A 
Prediction moſt eminently accompliſhed under the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel! Which at its appearance in the World 
promiſed ſo little Succeſs, and the Means uſed for its Propagation 
were ſo unlikely to attain the End propoſed, ſo very different from 
what would have been concerted by Mans Wiſdom ; That who- 
ever conſiders the ſurprifing Progreſs it made under ſuch Diſad- 
vantages, within leſs than a Century after the firſt Preaching of it, 
not only in Fudæa, and the Eaſt, but over many of the other parts 
of the Roman Empire, (Then at the Maturity of its Glory both as 
to Arms and Arts) muſt neceſſarily acknowledge this extraordi- 
nary Circumſtance attending Chriſtianity, to be no mean Argument 
of its Divine Original. i 


Yet notwithſtanding the Purity of thoſe Precepts it enjoined, 
and the inconteſtable Evidence of Miracles to ſupport its pretenſi- : 
ons; notwithſtanding it ſo manifeſtly conſulted the Peace, and all 
the real Intereſts of Mankind in this Life, and preſented them 5 

with a Proſpect equally clear and engaging of Happineſs in the © |} 
next; Yet it could nor, at the ſame time, eſcape giving occaſion of i 
Offence to Some, and affording Matter for Scoff and Ridicule to 


B Others: 


21 
Others: For we preach, ſays our Apoſt le, Chriſt . &c. 
Which Ne naturally lead us to enquire 


I. Inks the principal Cauſes, why Chriſtianity at its Appea- 
rance in the World gave ſo much Offence to the eros. 


| Why the Greeks looked 1 it EIT and contemptible a 
| 1 


III. And, laſtly, for what Reaſons, notwithſtanding the Objections 
of the One or the Other, it is a Diſpenſation highly worthy of our 


Reception, and an eminent Mznifeſtation of Divine Power, Wi/j- 
dom and Goodneſs. | 5 


I. Now the principal Exceptions of the Feros to Chriſtianity may 
be reduced to two general Heads, and reſpect either the Character 
under which our Lord and his immediate Followers appeared upon 
Earth, or the ſeeming Repugnancy of the Doctrine they advanced 
to the Law of Moſes.— As to the Former it is obvious, that God 
was pleaſed gradually to prepare his choſen People to expect a very 
Extraordinary Perſon to ariſe of the Seed of Abrabam, who was to 
accompliſh- wonderful Things for them; But then whatever Pro- 
miſes under the Law, or Predictions of their Prophets looked this 
Way, the Jews, either for want of thoroughly conſidering the 
Extent and Tendency of them, or elſe of rightly underſtanding 
the Nature of the Meſaic Inſtitution, miſapplied; by interpreting 
them /olely of Temporal Bleſſings which were to happen to their own 
Nation; Inſomuch that about the Time of our Saviour's Appearance, 
That People ſeem'd almoſt univerſally fixed in this miſtaken Senſe of 
the Promiſes made unto them; To the eſtabliſhing of which Error, 
the Subjection they were then under to the Romans, and the fond 
Hope they had entertained of a ir Deliverance did not a little 


contribute. 


Therefore when Chriſt was ſo far from aſſuming the State and 
Pomp of a Sovereign, as to appear even in the meaneſt Condition 


{ of 


131 

of Humanity; without either the Recommendation of high Birth, 
or any Advantages of a ſuperior Education: When he was ſo 
far from aſſerting (as they vainly imagined the Mefiab would) a Title 
to Univer/al Dominion, that he never made the leaſt Overture of 
releaſing them from their Obedience to the Roman Power; Nay 
on the contrary preſſed it as a Duty upon them: When, under ſuch 
Circumſtances, he refer'd them to their own Scriptures to ſee if he 
was the Extraordinary Perſon pointed at therein: The Rabbis and 
Expounders of their Law immediately looked upon it as an Inſult 
upon their Underſtanding ; And the Inferior Sort, notwithſtanding 
he had produced ſufficient Evidence of his Divine Miſſion before 
them, yet could not reconcile it to themſelves, that One who met 
with ſuch ill Treatment on Earth, could ever be engaged in the 
cauſe of Heaven; And at length when he ſubmitted, as it seem'd to 
Them through neceſſity, to the Malice of his Enemies, and was put 
to an ignominious and execrable Death; Then even the Few, who 
had adhered to Chriſt under all former Difficulties, began to excuſe 
their too forward Zeal in his behalf; under pretence of having truſt- 


ed indeed that it had been He, who ſhould have redeemed Iſrael : Thus Zt. 24. 2 1 
5 


we ſee the Doctrine of the Croſs was to the Fews the great Stumbling- 
block in their way to the Goſpel, the main obſtacle to its Reception 
and Progreſs among them: And to the ſame Effect it is, that 
Trypho in his Conference with (a) Juſtin Martyr, after having given 
up ſome material Points in fayour of Chriſt, reſts his whole Cauſe, 
in a manner, upon this ſingle Iſſue; Nor will by any means allow 
the Author of our Religion to be the holy Perſon the Chriſtians 


would make him, ſince, by the manner of his Death, he had incur'd 
one of che ſevereſt Curſes of their Law. 


Again, Thoſe who looked further than the Surface of Things, 


and were not content. to take up with Prejudices barely againſt the 
Perſon and Character of Chriſt, without examining his Doctrine; 


yet pretended to diſcover in it evident Marks of Impoſture: They 
could not, for Inſtance, but perceive that it claimed a manifeſt Su- 


(a) Dial. cum Tryphone p. 156. 200. 334. Ed. Thirlb, 


B 2 periority 


Galat. 3. z : 
; 


8 ] 
periority to the Law of Mp ofes, and imagined too, that it offered 
Terms of Salvation different from what were propoſed under that 
Inſtitution; They could not at the ſame time conceive, how any 
Authority whatever could diſpenſe with their obſervance of Rites - 
and Ceremonies, which were confeſſedly enjoined by God himſelf, 
and they contended too of perpetual Obligation; any more than it 
was poſſible for the Almighty to change his Nature, or in his Diſ- 
penſations towards Mankind act in contradiction to himſelf. 


IT. But as to the Greeks, the boaſted Maſters of Reaſon and 
Elequence, and the Patrons of all politer Literature ; The whole 
Plan of the Goſpel ſeemed to them ſo rude a Draught, and the 
Hiſtory of Chriſt ſuch an ill- connected Narrative, as rather deſer- 
ved Deriſion and Contempt, than demanded a ſerious Oppoſition : 
Nothing did appear more abſurd than to go about to perſuade them, 
as a means of Happineſs in another Life, to believe in a Perſon 
that ſome time before had been crucify'd at Feruſalem; And though 
he had ſuffered as a Malefactor in his own Nation; yet was reported 
by a ſet of credulous Perſons, as They eſteemed them, Of no Abi- 
lities, or Education, of neither Figure nor Intereſt in the World, 
to have riſen again from the Dead, and to be no leſs than the Son 
of God; Whereas had Fhat been his real Character, they could 
not doubt but the Rays of his Divinity would have ſhone: conſpi- 
cuouſly through the Veil of Fleſh, or to uſe (5) Ceiſus“ Alluſion, 
that he would have roſe like the Sun with a Py and Splendor 
viſible to the whole World. 


Beſides the Goſpel itſelf was as propoſed in a manner quite Unphz- 
loſophical, and, what was thought no ſmall Diminution of it, 
ſeemed as well ſuited to the Capacities of the Vulgar and Unletter'd, 
as of Men accuſtomed to "abſtraFed Reaſoning, and ſubtlety in di- 
ſtinguiſhing : Whereas, if the followers of Chriſt had meant to 
introduce another Scheme of Religious Worſhip than prevailed at 
that time in Greece, they ought, in the Opinion of theſe Men, to 
have eſtabliſhed the Principles of their Profeſſion according to the 

(5) Orig. cont, Celf, I. 2. p. 79. Ed. Spene, 
| TE a Rules 


( 5-] 
Rules of Argument and Diſputation; and then have ſet off the Ad- 
vantages of ſuch ab Syſtem with all the Graces and Ornaments of 
Rhetoric Thus if St. Paul, inſtead of preaching Jeſus and à 
Reſurrection, had aſſumed the Air and Garb of a Philoſopher, and 
diſcourſed, in the Language of the Schools at Athens, of the Beni- 
gnity of the Divine Nature in the Redemption of Man, and the 
Emanation of the Godhead viſible here on Earth under the Perſon 
of Chriſt ; if he had taken upon him to fix the diſputed Principle 
of Moral Duty, and ſhew wherein the chief Good and ultimate 

" Happineſs of Man conſiſted ; Or, laſtly, If he had attempted to 
amuſe his Audience with curious Speculations upon Points, either 
in themſelves abſtruſe, or out of the common Path, ſuch as the 
Origin of the Univerſe, The permiffion of Evil in the World, or 
the Nature of the human Soul; The Epicureans and Stoics then 
would have heard the Babler gladly, and without doubt have enter- 
tained his new Doctrine with more Calmneſs, and a greater Regard, i 
than they received the Account of his frange Gods. 48s 17. 18. 


I Then as to the Evidence of Miracles, which was principally in- 
ſiſted upon by the Advocates for the Goſpel, and which were indeed 
the main Outworks, the Strength. and Bulwark of the Chriſtian 
Cauſe; Tho" the Facts themſelves. were too many, and too well 
atteſted to admit of any : Diſpute; yer ſeveral previous Queſtions, 
and thoſe too very difficult and recondite were to be ſettled, before N 
they could give any Credit to this ſort of Proof: For as the Notion 
of a Miracle ſuppoſed it to be an Effect above the Power of (what 
are called) Natural Cauſes to produce, ſo in ſuch caſe it was hard 
to fix Limits, and ſay how far the Powers of Nature really ex- 

tended; and therefore what was taken for a ſupernatural Production, 

might be only an ordinary Effect; whoſe Cauſe was not to be 
7 fathomed by our Capacities: — Thus what hath been fre- 


* rr 
. . 


quently. eſteemed miraculous by the Vulgar, is ſeen in quite ano- 

ther Light by Men. of deeper Thought, and ſtricter Enquiry ; and 
_ Appearances, which perhaps but a few Ages ago, were not to be 
ſolved by the greateſt Adepts in Learning and Philoſophy, have 
been ſince found, by the advancement of Arts and Sciences, and 


0 


eſpecially 


[5] 
_ eſpecially by the W made in Natural Knowledge, ca- 
B oh + accounted for from common ä 


. But Sn the Power of Miracles to accompany the Preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, yet might they not be aſcribed to Magic, and 
1 the Interpoſition of Evil Spirits? Or however that was, yet it did 
N not ſufficiently appear to the Heathen World, that Chriſtianity 
had any peculiar Advantage on its ſide even in this reſpect; fince 
they had frequent Accounts of miraculous Performances among 
themſelves, and Monuments ot them ſtill remaining in their Tem- 
ples; They too had their Oracles to vouch for them, and the Names 


of Apollonius, Veſpafian , and Digest. to boaſt in 425 
to the Nazarite, and his Followers. 


e HnkecrialRxoeptions, becher of 
Fews or:Greeks to Chriſtianity; Notwithſtanding which, be it our 


endeavour to prove, that it is a Diſpenſation highly worthy of 
our Reception, and an eminent Manifeſtation of Divine Power, 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs ;: And fir/t, Of the Prejudice which 
the Fews took at the manner of Chriſt's Appearance: Which 
ſeems extremely ill-grounded, whether we examine the Propbe- 
cies concerning the Meſiah, or the Intent and Purpoſe of his 
coming into the World Nothing can be plainer from the 
former, than that He was to appear to the Jews in a ſtate of Poverty 
| and qutward Meanneſs; That he ſhould have 20 Form, nor Comeli- 
V 53. 2. eſe, and when they ſaw him, there ſhould be no Beauty that they 
l ſhould defire him: That he ſhould meet too with all the / Offices 
3. . uſually attending ſuch a ſtate, ſhould be deſpiſed, and rejected of 
| Men: And it is as clearly intimated too, that his condition was to 
| be chat of Suffering, that he ſhouldibear our Griefs, and carry our 
 _ Sorrows: And at length, that he ſhould ſubmit even to the worſt 
his Enemies could lay upon him; that he ſhould pour ou? his Soul 

s unto Des, * be cut of out of the Land of along: we 


Which Paſſages are ſo r baited to Wee Cbaratre- 


of 1 that One would be apt * they were 919 8 
1 n 


. [3 1 
of the more general Circumſtances of his Life: taken from the Go- 
ſpel; And of this the Jes were ſo ſenſible, that to elude the force 
of them, they have been driven upon the Novel-Invention of wü 
Meſiabs, a Suffering, and a Triumphant one, forerold by their 
Prophets; without any thing like plauſible Authority, even ſo 
much as ancient Tradition to ſupport their Opinion: Which is ſuch 

, A manifeſt Evaſion of expreſs Texts in their own Scriptures, as 
muſt with every impartial Enquirer amount to ſufficient Proof, 
that jt cannot upon any juſtifiable Grounds be collected from the 
Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, that he was to be merely a 


Temperal Prince, and his Kingdom founded in univerſal GConquels; 
and a continued Series of Succeſs. 


Upon this ſuppoſition therefore, that Suffering was to conſtitute 
one part of the Meſiab's Character, if we can make it appear that 
thoſe Expreſſions in the Prophets which ſeem to repreſent him as a 
mighty earthly Monarch, will with any Propriety admit of another, i 
and a higher Interpretation, the Conſiſtency of the Chriſtian Scheme 
will upon this Foot alone be ſufficiently evinced ; But if it can be 
further proved from the whole taken and connected. together, that 
they not only may, but muſt neceſſarily be interpreted in a Spiritual 
Senſe; It will not then be eaſy to determine whether a late Autbor 
(No Friend to the Jes, however unwittingly favourable to their 
Scheme in this point) hath with leſs Ground, or greater Confidence 
ſo poſitively aſſerted ; © That the Kingdom of the Meſſiah was Mor. Philo. 
to be a Temporal Kingdom: A Kingdom of this World, or Mo- "yy 2 * 
* hommedan Paradiſe: And that Jeſus could not be the Jewiſh b 
Prophetic Meſſiah, becauſe he wanted one efential Character of it, Vol. 2 p. 224. | 
*« viz. That of being a great Temporal Deliverer, and reſtoring -p. 220.1 
* the Kingdom to the Houſe of David; which by Conſent of all a 
* the Prophets was ſo neceſſary, and fundamental, That no Per Euſeb. . 


“ could be received, and owned by the Fews under this Notion3% 3+ 
te without it. | 


And here allowing fuch Expreſſions as theſe to relate to the Me. 
Jab, in which he is repreſented as fitting upon the Throne of David, I 97. 


3.5. as a King that ſhould reign and proſper; in whoſe Days Fudah ſhould 
6. be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhould dwell ſafely : Yet we cannot but take No- 
i! tice at the ſame time, that he is ever and anon characterized by 
Titles, which may not withoutabſurdity, nay even the height of 
| Impiety, be attributed to. any Mortal how great ſoever : Thus he is 
| 2 63 deſcribed to the Fes, as The Lord whom they ſeek, The mighty God, 
2 The Everlaſting Father : He is called with a peculiar Emphaſis Im- 
Ae 5. 2. manuel, and His goings forth are ſaid to have been from of Old, from 
| Everlaſting : But what is alone demonſtrative for our Purpoſe, To 
| | Fer. 23. 6. him che incammunicable Appellation of F EITOY AH is more than 
6. 1 2, z. once expreſly aſcribed in Paſſages that inconteſtably ſpeak of the 
Wl 705-12. 41. Meſſiah; Now conſidering the vaſt Reverence, in which this 
Name was held by the Jews, and that it was never applied by them 
do any, but the Great God alone, and not even to Him, but at par- 
ticular Times, and upon the moſt ſolemn Occaſions; Is it poſſible 
to conceive that the Prophets would make uſe of it in their De- 
ſcriptions of any Earthly Power what ever? Or how can we reconcile 
the ſeeming contrarſeties in this Character without ſuppoſing them 
to unite in the Perſon of Jeſus? Who, as partaking of the Divine 
| Nature, may with the utmoſt Juſtice be ſaid to i the ſublimest 
4 Titles that can at any time be aſcribed to him: And yet, as the Man, 
| whoſe Name is the BRANCH, becauſe of his Deſcent from the 
2b. 6. 12. ſtock of David; and, at the ſame time, as the Head and Sovereign 
| of a new Polity or Kingdom of Holineſs which he hath erected in 
; the World, and enforced Obedience to its Laws by the Sanction 
of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments ; He may be truly ſaid to be 
| the King foretold by the Prophets, to reign in Righteouſneſs, and 
| If 32.1, rule in Judgment. In this Light how conſiſtent the Prophetic 
' Scheme? Whereas from every other Foundation that hath, or can 
be laid, ariſeth nothing but Contradiction and inſuperable Difficulty. 


{ To which we may add, that ſeveral Paſſages in theſe Books, 
| which upon a general View ſeem to promiſe a flouriſhing ſecular 

State to the Fews, will upon ſtricter Enquiry be found to have an 
immediate Reference to particular Perſons and Events in the Annals 
of thoſe times: Thus in the Chapter cited by our Author as u 
5 for 


— 


[9]. 


for his Point, and in which he afferts with notorious Falſhiord, 


« That 1/aiab hath collected and pur together the whole Character, ag ” Euſeb 


* of the Meſſiah, and deſcription of his Kingdom, as it had been 
delivered occaſionally, and in part, by himſelf and other Prophets 
<« before this: In that very Chapter i it is ſaid of Jeruſalem, that the 


Sons of Strangers ſhall build up its Walls, and their Kings ſhall mi- I bo. 10. { 


nifter unto it: Which evidently relates to the Orders given by Cyrus 
for rebuilding the City and Temple of Jeruſalem, when he reſtored 
the Jews to their Country after a Captivity of ſeventy Years; To 
which Act of Clemency, it is probable, he was among other Rea- 
ſons principally induced by (c) Daniel's having ſhewn to him at 
Babylon the Prophecy of Jalab concerning him; in which ſuch 


remarkable mention was made of this Shepherd of the Lord,” 44. 28. 


even by Name, near two hundred Vears before his Birth: 
It ſhould ſeem too to have a further Reference to the ample Com- 
miſſion afterwards granted by Artaxerxes or Abaſuerus to Ezra, 


for providing Veſſels for the Temple at Feruſalem, and purchal- Ez-e c. 7; i 


ing Offerings for the Service of the Altar there, even with all the 
Money he could procure throughout the whole Province of Babylon; 


to which no doubt particularly alludes That of the Prophet: All the . 60 7. 


Flocks of Kedar ſhall be gathered together unto thee, the Rams of Nebat- 
oth, ſhall miniſter unto thee —And it may be further obſerved, that 
Expreſſions of Conſolation and Succeſs to the Jewiſh Nation (where 
the Alluſion is borrowed from ſenſible Objects) very frequently occur 
in theſe Writings, well ſuited indeed ro the Pomp and veiled Majeſty 
of the Prophetic Style ; yet ſuch as will not admit of being inter- 
preted according to the Letter, but muſt be underſtood in a figu- 
rative and remoter, tho' oftentimes not leſs obvious, Senſe : Of which 
ſort are theſe in the Chapter before us, where of Jeruſalem or Fudah 


it is ſaid: Thou ſhalt fuck the Milk of the Gentiles, and ſhalt fUCR v. 16. 4 
the Breaſt of Kings: The Sun ſhall be no more thy Light by Day, —— 19. ; 


neither for Brightneſs ſpall the Moon give Light unto thee, 


From which Obſervations jointly conſidered it appears pretty 
evident, that 1/a1ah did not in this Chapter (as our 8 would 
(e) Prideaux' Con. V. I. B. 2. p. 103, Fol. 
0 n 


— 


[10] 
BE. to Euſcb. inſinuate) flatter the Fews with Univer/a Empire and Dominion 
r. 2 over the whole Earth, but only foretold their Reſtoration from 
WW + the Babyloman Captivity under Nebuchadnezzar near two. hundred 
| Years before it happened; and this accompanied with ſome parti- 
cular Circumſtances that have been ſince fully verified in the Event: 

Tho', at the ſame time, every attentive Reader wilt diſcern that in 

this and the following Chapters, there is a further Alluſion to the 

Riſe and amazing, Progreſs. of the Goſpel State, as likewiſe to its 
1 final Completion by the Union of Fews and Gentiles under it; when 
erz. the Kingdoms of this World ſhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
þ and of his. Chriſt: Which was a Method uſed even by our Saviour 
himſelf, who, ſpeaking of the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, often took. 
occaſion from thence to enlarge upon That, of which it was a Fore- 
runner, the Conſummation of all Things; Whence we may ſafely 
conclude, that there is not the leaſt Shadow of Reaſon to believe 
with this Author from any thing he hath here advanced, that 
| was Laiab now living and to know what had happened ſince 
ter p 21. his time; He would yield ſuch explicit Deference to our Author”s 
. Opinion, as to give up all his Prophecies, and become in com- 
plaiſance to His larger Foreſight a Chriſtian Deiſt. 


But, further, this Prepoſſeſſion in favour of a Temporal Deli- 
verer appears equally vain and unreaſonable from the very Inten- 
and Purpoſe of the Meffiab's coming: It was a notion utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with a ſtate of Suffering, which was typified by expreſs 
Sacrifices even from the earlieſt Ages of the World, and the End 
4 of which was aſſigned in the Predictions of the Meſſiab, who was 
War g. 2;. to be cut off, but not for himſelf; To bear the Sins of many, for the 
Wh . 12.8. Tangreſton of whom he was 7o be ſtricben; To make reconciliation 
We... -. >. for Triquity, and to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs: Nei- 
7 ther is it lefs repugnant to the Nature and Conſtitution of his King- 
dom, and the glorious Face of Things that was to take place un- 
der it; which was not, like the great Monarchies that preceded it, 
to be a frail and periſhable State, ſubje& to Viciſſitude and Diſ- 
. 7. :;. ſolution ; but au everlaſting Dominion, a Kingdom which ſhould never 
. 44 be deſtroyed: And as of the Increaſe of this Government there was 
ro 


[21 ] 
to be no End, ſo are the Bleſſings of it pictured in moſt amiable Co- // 9. 7. 
lours, and deſcribed in Terms expreſſive of the profoundeft Peace 
and Tranquillity; as that the People ſhall beat their Swords into, Ws 
Plow-ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning-hooks : Nation ſhall not 
lift up Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn War any-more. 
But how different is ſuch a State from that which the Jews had 
fondly imagined to themſelves? How unlike the Prince of Peace 
to a lawleſs Tyrant aſpiring to Univerſal Dominion, bearing down 
all Oppoſition before him, and making Right and Wrong ſtoop to 
his Ambition, wading thro' the Blood of Thouſands to his guilty — 
Honours, and laying the Foundation of his Empire in the Ruin of 
Nations, and the Plunder of Innocence? Is it poſſible to conceive 
ſuch a Character without being itſelf the b/acke/t Reverſe of thoſe 
very Qualities, in which the Meſiab's Kingdom was to be founded? 
But I cannot better cloſe this Argument than in the Language of 
an (4) admired Writer, becauſe I know not how to expreſs my Sen- 
timents upon it with more Juſtice, nor from whence with ſo much 
Elegance: I have often wondered (ſays He) that the Fews ſhould 
<« contrive ſuch a worthleſs greatneſs for their Deliverer whom they 
« expected, as to dreſs him up in external Pomp and Pageantry, and 
e repreſent him to their Imagination as making Havock amongft his 
« Creatures, and ated with the poor Ambition of a Cæſar or an Alex- 
e ander: How much more illuſtrious doth he appear in his real Cha- 
« rater, when conſidered as the Author of Univerſal Benevolence 
« among Men, as refining our Paſſions, exalting our Nature, giving 
eus vaſt Ideas of Immortality, and teaching us a Contempt of that 


« little ſhewy Grandeur, wherein the Jews made the Glory of their 
« Mefhah to conſiſt 


* 


But, again, this Nation had no juſt Ground to calumniate and 
reject the Chriſtian Scheme as everſive of their own Conſtitution, 
which our Redeemer came not to deſtroy, but by introducing a 
more perfect Diſpenſation, to which it was preparatory, @ new Co- > 
venant which God had promiſed to make with the Houſe of Ife, 
thereby to fulptl and confirm: As will appear from a ſuccin& View | 

4) Spec. V. 8. No. 610. | Th. 
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2 


; of their Law under its ſeveral Branches Thus as to the Ritual 


or Ceremonial part; Mhich was in force at his Coming, our Lord 
conformed ſtrictly to it himſelf; and by producing the Reality and 
Subſtance of what had been before ſhadowed out by Types and 


Figures, could not be ſo properly ſaid to ſubvert this Branch of their 
Conſtitution, as to eſtabliſhi it in its true Signifreation and Intent. 


And here it is to be obſerved, that as, on the one hand, thoſe 
e) Expreſſions, upon which the Jets built the Perpetuity of this part 
of the Moſaic Law, are often confined in their uſe to a limited time, 
and as ſeveral Precepts of it were fuch in their Nature, as could 
not be ſuppoſed to continue for ever; ſo, on the other hand, it is 
neither an Argument that theſe Obſervances were not originally of 
divine Appointment, nor any Objection to God's Immutability that 
they were ordained to laſt only for a Seaſon, or, in the Apoſtle's 
Phraſe, until the time of Reformation; unleſs it could be proved, 

that it is inconſiſtent with His Attributes ever to have given ſuch 
occafional, temporary Injunctions as ſeem'd ſuited to the Circum- 
ſtances of a particular Nation; or, becauſe they were once fit for 
any People, that therefore, notwithſtanding a Change of Con- 
dition, they muſt be equally fo at all Times and in every State. 

—— Their Fudicial Law cannot be conſidered in any other Light, 
than merely as a Temporary Inſtitution, peculiarly adapted to the 
Circumſtances, and confined within the Limits of this fingle People, 
and therefore muſt frem the very Nature of it have long ago ceaſ- 
ed with their Nation itſelf But the Moral Part, which was 
alone of perpetual, ſtanding obligation, as being founded in immu- 
table Relations, our Redeemer hath advanced to its moſt exalted 
pitch, as That on which hang all the Law and the Prophets ; by 
ſertling the Principles whence it ought to proceed and the End to 
which it ſhould be refer'd; and affording, at the ſame ung, the moſt 


ew Encouragements to its rene 


(e) Stilling, Orig, Sac. B. 2. c. 7: See this a vom of * 


2ualh. 
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| 240. Tuus having endeavoured to remove the principal Objecti- 
ons charged upon Chriſtianity by the Jews, I ſhall proceed to con- 
ſider the Diſadvantage it lay under as to the Heathen World, with 
reſpect to the following Particulars ; The Character of its Author, 
the Simplicity of its Precepts, and the Nature of the Proof drawn 


from Miracles in behalf of it Wich regard to the firt parti- 
cular here mentioned, the Character of its Author: Tho' it was not 
reaſonable to expect the ſame Succeſs in attempting to convince the 
Heathens of the Neceſſity ef Chris Death, as an Expiation for 
the Sins of the World, and a Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, as in 
an Application of like Nature to the Jes, who were indeed pre- 
pared by the whole tenour of their own Diſpenſation for the 
Reception of this important Truth: Vet was there no real Ground, 
either from the Dictates of Natural Light, or the improved Senti- 
ments of Philoſophy, for their objecting to Chriſt on account of his 
Suffering and mean Eſtate, as a Perſon therefore unfit to inſtruct 
and reform Mankind: From both which they might have learnt, 
that there was no neceſſary Connection between Affluence and Vir- 
tue, but, on the contrary, that good Men and ſuch as were beſt 
approved by the Deities, often met with a large ſhare of temporal 
Ills; and that the moſt eminent Pitch of Virtue conſiſted in ſup- 
porting themſelves under ſuch a ſtate with Equanimity and Decen- 
oy. It would. be endleſs here to multiply Citations from their Mo- 
ralifts upon this head, for which Reaſon I ſhall produce only one 
from Plato becauſe of its peculiar Affinity to the Caſe before Us: 
Ir is in that part of his f ) Writings where he is deſcribing a Juſt 
and Upright Man, not in appearance only, but ſtrictly ſuch ;- fir 
to preſide over, and give Rules to others; and, as the moſt: illu- 
ſtrious Diſplay of ſuch a Character, he ſuppoſes him ſtript of every 
thing but his Virtue, and yet, under the moſt oppreſſive Weight of 
Calamity, perſevering in his Integrity unto Death itſelf; even tho 
he ſhould be impriſoned, ſcourged, tortured, and at laſt crucified 
for the es of Truth: For ſo che beſt Interpreters are unanimous 


A ET 5 
WL Plato ueber 1. 2. - gon 362. Ed. Serran. 
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in explaining (g) Aαh,lnlöl N the original Word made uſe 
of on chis Occafion. 


8 The next and that no inconſiderable Objection to Chriſtianiry 
with reſpect to the Heathen World was the Simplicity of its Do- 
ctrines, and the plain artleſs Dreſs they were propoſed in: Which 
in truth and reality is a principal Recommendation of the Goſpel, 
and a fair Argument of its Divine Original: For if the ſole End 


of a Revelation is allowed to be the general Benefit and Happineſs of 


Mankind, to whom it is communicated; then thoſe Means ſhould 
ſeem moſt worthy of Divine Appointment, which have a natural 
tendency to this End, and are beſt fitted to attain it: And ſuch was 
the Method in which the Goſpel was propoſed to the World, where 
the Great Truths are few and obvious, and ſuch as lie level to the 
Capacities of All, (at leaſt as far as is neceſſary for the Generality to 
underſtand of them : ) The main Outlines of Duty are there drawn 
ſo plain, as to be ſeen in as full and perfect a Light by the Mecha- 
nic and Unlearned, as by the abſtracted Man and the Philoſopher : : 


Its Facts are built upon clear and unqueſtionable Evidence, * its 
Laws enforced by uncontroulable Authority. 


Curious Speculations and refined Theories of Religion are only 
calculated to exerciſe the Head, but ſeldom reach the Heart, and as 
ſuch are of little or no Service to the Bulk of Mankind, who, being 


called off by neceflary Avocations, have not Leiſure to weigh, nor 


for want of Education and Habit, Capacity to judge of their Merit: 
And how ineffectual ſuch Syſtems have hitherto been found in an- 
ſwering the great Ends of Religion, either by informing the Minds, 
or improving the Morals of Mankind, we have ſufficient Experi- 


- ence from the State of the World before Chriſt ; when the Notions | 
of moſt Perſons in thoſe Ages concerning the Foundation of all Mo- 


rality, the Perfection of the Divine Nature, were ſo miſerably de- 
praved, as to have little, or, what is worſe, a very untoward and 


malign Influence upon their Conduct: And as to That, which next 


(e) Araoxudunctto Jai, Aracoxonomio 91a, wraravquSions, Heſych. Suidas. Phavor. 
H. Steph. Ling. Grzc. The. 


PPP nt ne 


to 


** 
* 
2 
44) 

4] 
We 

*. 
£ 
7 
154 

4.5 
* 

71 
47 

3s. 

2 

* 

S 

N 

* 

* 

F 


[ "5 1 
to the Being and Attributes of God, is the moſt intereſting Concern 


of a Reaſonable Creature, the Nature and Conſtitution of his own 
Soul; their ſeveral Opinions about it were too full of Doubt and 


Conjecture to afford them any ſteady and uniform Principle from 
which to act through the varying Circumſtances of Life: For what 
did it avail the illiterate Many to be told by () Plato of the Auvroxi- 
eis of the Soul, or by other Philoſophers, as (7) Ariſtotle and 
(k) Porphyry, of an EvreAzxaa? Or was it likely they could acquire 
any clearer Notion-of its Nature from the latter, or would enter- 
tain a ſtronger Perſuaſion of its Immortality from the former ? But 
plain Facts well atteſted, ſuch as were the Reſurrection and Aſcen- 5 
an of Chriſt under the Goſpel, afforded them at once a rational 
Conviction of the Certainty, as well as Poſſibility of their own Riſ- 

ing again. 


OT” >, > Cod 
. 3 8 — 


3. But conſidering the ſtate of the World at this time, and the dif- 
advantage Chriſtianity muſt neceſſarily lie under with Perſons apt to be 
taken by nothing, but what had the Appearance of profound Learning 
and ſubtle Argumentation; it pleaſed Infinite Wiſdom to ſtamp its 
own Authority upon this D iſpenſation, and confirm it by Miracles: 
Which, tho' they were too many and eminent, as likewiſe too well 

atteſted to be ever denied by its bittereſt Adverſaries; yet, for the 
Reaſons before obſerved, they paſſed not uncenſured by ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable of them: But how inconcluſive was the Objecti- 
on founded upon our ſuppoſed Ignorance of the utmoſt Extent of 

Natural Powers? As if, becauſe, in ome particular Cales perhaps, 
it is not eaſy to diſcern how far Nature will go, we could not 

therefore be ſure what exceeds, or even contradicts its ordinary 
Courſe in any: Or, becauſe we cannot preciſely determine what 
Degrees of Malady may be cured by the Efficacy of Medicine, it 
could be thence. infer'd, that it did not require a ſuperiour and di- 


(i) Ariſtot. de Anima 1. 2. c. 1, &c. 


(4) Plato. V. 1. p. gg6. Philopon, in Ariſt. 
Cic. Tuſc. I. 1. F. 23. Verburg. Cic. Tuſc. I. 1. 10. 
Vid. Budæi. l. 1. p. 17. de aſſe. 
(4) Suidas in Voce. 


Phavor. 
Gruter. Fax Artium Politian Miſcell. c. 1. 
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vine Aſſiſtance, to be able to heal the moſt inveterate and Sue; | 
ed Diſeaſes, to reſtore Sight to the Blind, and even the Dead to Life 


again, without ſo-much as the Application of it, or the Uſe of any 
other — the bare Utterance of a Word. 


N l is it 4 to a7 whether it argued greater Weakneſs or 
Partiality in (/) Celſus and others of no leſs eminent Note, to aſcribe 
ſuch beneficial Effects as were the Goſpel- Miracles to the Interpo- 
ſition of evi and malicious Spirits; ſince to imagine they could de- 
light in Acts of Beneficence, would have contradicted the very ſup- 
poſition of their Nature; and to contend they would be aiding to 
the Deſtruction of their own Influence and Intereſt in the World, 
muſt, at once, have oppoſed all the Principles of 3 or at 
leaſt * them under a Fatality of Action. 


However, chan Chriſtianity might have no peculiar 33 to 
boaſt even in this Reſpect, they did not fail to enumerate miracu- 
lous Performances among themſelves: But how ſhort Theſe came 
both in degree and quality, as like wiſe how little Credit they really 
deſerved, in compariſon of thoſe recorded of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
will appear, if we conſider, that the Accounts of ſuch Performances 
were for the moſt part tranſmitted down by Perſons who lived ſeveral 
Ages after the Time in which they were ſaid to be wrought; and 
beſides that theſe pretended Miracles were ſuch, as in their Conſe- 
quences were not generally beneficial to Mankind, but ſometimes 
quite the reverſe: However had they been deficient in neither of 

theſe Particulars, yet they were not appealed to by the ſuppoſed 
Workers of them as Evidence of any Revelation they had received 
from God, and therefore could not have been allowed a proper 
* in the Parallel before us. 


And for Proof of 4 is here aſſerted, let us but examine tho 
Foundation there was for believing the Miracles of Apollonius that have 
heretofore made ſo much Noiſe in the World ; which we ſhall find 

to be only an uncertain Account of them by (n) Philoſtratus, who 


(4) Orig. cont. Cell. I. 1. p. 7. 
(a we. Apoll. * 1. c. 3. &c. Ed. Olear. 
nine Lite by Fenkin Lond. 1702. 
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red above an hundred Years after Him ; which he had collected from 

ſome ſcattered Memoirs of one Damzs, (ſaid to have been Contempo- 

rary with the Former and Companion in his Travels) and, by the 
' help of Theſe and a few additional Monuments of Antiquity of 
the ſame Stamp, had digeſted into a Sort of Hiſtory to pleaſe the 
Ear of Severus Empreſs ; The better to obtain which End, there 
is Reaſon enough to preſume, that he was not always ſcrupulouſly 
exact in regard to Truth.,— As to the Power of working Miracles, 
with which the Paraſites of Veſpaſian's Court flattered him that he 
was by a peculiar favour of the Gods endued ; it appears from the 
(i) Hiſtorians who mention the Thing that he had no Senſe af all 
or Conſciouſneſs of it himſelf ; and it is as plain too from the very 
Circumſtances of the Relation, that the Whole of this Aﬀair was no- 
thing elſe but a prophane Imitation of the Miracles of Jeſus, and 
a piece of ſervile Adulation offer'd the new Emperor by the Aex- 
andrians, who probably ſtrove to gratify his Vanity and concili- 
ate his Favour, by applying to Him the Rumour, which then ob- 
tained in the World, of an Extraordinary Perſon about to ariſe out 
of the Eaſt: And no wonder indeed, ſince even (o) Foſepbus himſelf 
could ſo far debaſe the Oracles of his own Law, as to make them 
ſubſervient to the ſame vile Purpoſe, With regard to Pytha- 
goras, the laſt of theſe Heroes of Antiquity beforementioned ; the 
Accounts of Wonders, ſaid to be wrought by him, are related 
by (o) Jamblichus and (q) Porphyry in ſo looſe a manner, and are of 
ſuch an incredible kind, (as his converſing with Brutes and the 
like) and withal carry ſuch an Air of Lev/ty with them, that they 
rather ſerve to excite Contempt, than raiſe our Admiration. 


- » Thus, we find, as the older Heathens could not deny 1 Mi- 
racles recorded of Chriſt, ſo they did not reject them ſo much 
under the Notion of improper Proof of a divine Revelation, as en- 
deavour to abate the force of this kind of Eyidence when oped 


% Suet in Vit. Veſpas. c. 7. Tacit. Hil. Lib. 4. 
den. Jud. L. 3. e. 8. L. 4 c. 10. 
(p) Jamblich. Vit. Pythag. p. 66. | 
(7) Vit, Pythag, p. 15. & Seq. 8 
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to Chriſtianity, by attempting to produce the fame in behalf of 
their 6wn Syſtems: But our Philoſopher beforementioned proceeds in 
a new tract, and hath cut out a much ſhorter Way; By denying 
e that the bare Power of working Miracles can be any Proof at 
* all, either of the Truth of Doctrines, or any Authority or-ſpe- 
« cial Commiſſion that the Perſons (thus acting) have from God: 
Whereas, in general, there is the very ſame Ground for receiving a 
Perſon, bringing ſuch Credentials along with him, as really com- 
ing from God, and aſſenting to Doctrines thus eſtabliſhed, as to 
any the moſt allowed Truths even of Natural Religion; vis. The 
Certainty and Immutability of the Divine Attributes: And Miracles, 
when ſo circumſtanced as to Degree and Quality as were Thoſe of 
the Goſpel, are as neceſſarily and immediately connected with the 


Truth of the Revelation which they are wrought to confirm, as In- 
finite Power and Goodneſs are with the Divine Nature; The former 


of which forbids, that the Almighty ſhould be controuled in the 
Execution of his Will, and the latter that he ſhould miſapply his. 
Power in ſuch a manner, as, by an improper Exertion of it, to lead 
his Creatures into unavoidable Error, even in a Matter of the near- 


eſt Concern, and utmoſt Importance to them. 


But, notwithſtanding the Sufficiency of the (7) Anſwers that have 
been given at large to his ſeveral Objections, he is ſtill renewing 


.o Euſcb. his Charge, and calling upon us again to produce © Thoſe Doctrines, 
the Proof of which muſt depend upon Miracles“: It is to be ſup- 


poſed, unleſs he would ſhelter himſelf under Ambiguity, or, at 
leaſt, if he would gain any thing for his preſent purpoſe, - that he 
here means the Proof of their coming from God, or having an im- 
mediate Sanction from Him, either as Articles of Faith, or Rules of 


Life and Manners; fince this is the only End for which Miracles 
are produced by Us: And then it may be reply'd ro his Query, 


that ſuch are the Myſterious Truths of Chriſtianity, which fall not 


properly under the Cogniſance of Reaſon, yer, as they do not con- 


tradict it, muſt be receivefl and ſubmitted to upon the Authority of 


(xr) Chapman's Defenſe &c. Leſand's Vindication &c. 1 
a Reve- 
i 


5 | 
| [ 19 ] 

a Revelation thus confirmed: And ſuch likewiſe in this ſenſe are all 
the Precepts of the Goſpel; whether of a Pofitive or Moral Nature; 
The former whereof without this divine Teſtimony would loſe their 
only Sanction, and be no-way binding to us; And the latter would 
in effect become no other, than the Apophthegms of a Sage, or the 
Di#ates' of a Philoſopher ;' and would conſequently loſe too much 
of their Weight and Authority with the far greater part of Mankind, 
who have neither Opportunity nor Ability to examine the Prin- 
ciples upon which they are built, and diſcover the ſeveral Relations 
they bear to each other. 


HAvixc, at length, as was propoſed, ſhewn the Inſaiciency of 
the more material Objections raiſed againſt Chriſtianity either by 
Fews or Greeks, and, in conſequence thereof, that it is a Diſpenſa- 
tion highly worthy of our Reception, and an eminent Inſtance of 
Divine Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs : I ſhall only beg leave to draw 
a Concluſion with regard to the Circumſtances of each People : — 
And, , there cannot be conceived any Proof in favour of Chri- 
ſtianity more generally affecting, or that more immediately ſtrikes 
the Apprehenſion, than the State of the eus even from our Savi- 
our's time to this Day: They are a living Argument of the Truth 
of the Goſpel : Inasmuch as the fame Prophecies, which ſpoke of 
the Meſſiah's coming, foretold likewiſe ſome very uncommon Cir- 
cumſtances of this People, that are even now remarkably verified 
before our Eyes. To mention only two: The former of which 


was, that they would not acknowledge the Me/iah at his Appea- // 8. 14, 15 
rance among them, but that the Words of their own Law would : Per. 2.8. 
become unto them, even as a Book that is Sealed: The latter, their IC 29. 11. 

wonderful Diſperſion ſo literally predicted in the Prophetic Writings, : Jo 31. 36, 
the like to which was never known or heard of in the Hiſtory of .— 46. 28. 


any Nation beſides : 


That they ſhould be ſifted among all Coun- 


tries, liłe as Corn is fifted in a Steve, be ſcattered through all Parts Anus 9. g. 


of the habitable World, and, notwithſtanding the Attempts that have 
been made to aboliſh their very Name, ſhould ſtill continue a diftin# 
People, without either King or Prophet, Temple or Sacrifice for 
ſeventeen hundred Years together, cannot be accounted for upon 
any 


—_— 
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any other Principle, than that of a particular Providence preſerv- 
ing the Jews under their preſent Diſperſion, as a fanding Monu- 
ment of the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, —— But another Cir- 
cumſtance no leſs providential in its favour is This, that a People 
who are its moſt avowed Enemies, ſhould yet be the Depoitaries of 
thoſe. very Writings which bear the ſtrongeſt Teſtimony to it, nay 
that Theſe ſhould make even a confiderable Part of their Law 
and Conſtitution ; which aſcertains at once the Genuineneſs of ſuch 
Books, and removes all Room for Suſpicion of Alteration or Cor- 
ruption in the Text, which might have been with ſome ſhew of 
Reaſon pretended, had theſe Records been only in the hands of Chri- 
ſtians: And as Copies of them, by the Diſſemination of this People 
far and near, will be convey'd to the remoteſt Corners of the Earth, 
and become a means of haftening the Meffiah's Kingdom, fo from 
what hath been already accompliſhed, we may afluredly collect 
that the time is coming, when They together with the Heathens, 
whoſe Converſion to. Chriſtianity they will have unwarily promot- 
ed, ſhall be gathered into one Fold under one Shepherd, Chriſt Feſus, 
according to That of Hoſea, chat after the Children of Iſrael ſhall 
have abode many days without a King, and without a Prince, and 
without a Sacrifice, and without Fn 1 mage, and without an Epbod, 
and without Teraphim : Afterward ſpall the Children of Iſrael return, 
and ſeek the Lord their God and David their King, and ſhall fear 
the Lord, and bis Goodneſs in the latter Doys. 


But, ſecondly, with regard to hn hen wild. we have an 
eminent Inſtance of Divine Wiſdom both as to the Time and Man- 
ner, in which God was pleaſed to reveal his Will unto them by 
his Son; For the Philoſophy and Human Learning were then at their 

Height, yet we cannot but obſerve that Idolatry and Superſtition 
| were notoriouſly /o too: Which Circumſtance happening at fo re- 
markable a Period, was, no doubt, ordained by Infinite Wiſdom to 
fatisfy Mankind of the Incompetency of unaſſiſted Reaſon for a Guide 
in Religious Matters under their preſent State ; and, at the ſame rime, 
of the * Expediency, and even Neceſſity of a ſu 810 Aid. Whence 

likewiſe 
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likewiſe we are furniſhed with an Anſwer to Thoſe who are forward, 


upon every Occaſion, preſumptuouſiy to demand; If the Goſpel be really 


ſuch a ſignal Benefit to the World, as reprefented by its Ady tes; 
why then was it not made known ſooner? Or how did it conſiſt 
with Infinite Goodneſs to delay its Manifeſtation ſo long? Nei- 
ther is the ſame Wiſdom leſs conſpicuous in Another Inſtance, 
the Choice of Inſtruments made uſe of for ſpreading the Religion 
of Chriſt upon Earth: For had the Preachers of it in its Infancy 
been Perſons either of Figure and Intereſt, or great natural Abilities; 
it might have been then objected by the Adverſaries of the Goſpel, 
that the firſt Converts. to it were made under the Influence of Power 
and Wealth, or elſe that they were lured into Proſelytiſm by the 
Charms of Eloquence and enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom : But as 


their Integrity to recommend them, which they ſealed with their 
Blood; ſo can their prodigious Succeſs be attributed to nothing but 
the Truth and Juſtice of their Cauſe, ſupported and enforced by a 
Teſtimony from above: And what hath heretofore been urged as an 
Imper fection in the Chriſtian Scheme, appears upon maturer Deli- 
beration to be its principal Excellence, and ſupplies us at once 
with a glorious Fund for praiſing the Goodneſs, and adoring the 
Wiſdom of the Creator in the OEconomy of it : Whether therefore 
the Jeu blaſpheme, or the Greek deride, the Former by objecting 


to Us the Meanneſs of Chriſt's outward Appearance; the Latter, the | 
Simplicity and Openneſs of his Doctrines; yet God forbid that we Gul. 6. 14, 


ſhould glory ſave in the CRoss of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! | 


S NF 8. 


I, Cor. 2. 


the Apoſtles and immediate Followers of Chriſt had nothing beſides - 
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